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The issue of integrating special educai
students within the general educational system |
gained much interest lately. Much of the resear
this field was devoted to investing the teach
attitudes towards this integration. The attitudes
the teachers who implement and teach in integra
classes were found to be of great importance to
success of this process. As the Palestinian Minis
of Education is heading towards the implementati
this integration within the current educational sys
this study is expected to provide dec151on-maker5'f
the needed information.

The study population of this research consisted
the lower elementary school teachers in all Jeruse
81 Dbasic schools. These schools are distributed
follows: (1) 16 schools affiliated with the Palestil
Ministry of Education, (2) 25 with the Israeli Mini:
of Education, (3) 33 private schools, and (4) 7 sch
with UNRWA ( United Nations Relief and Works Agency
Palestinian refugees in the Near East). The s
sample included 20% of the study population. Si
male and sixty female teachers were chosen randomly
stratified sample according to gender. E

The study tool included two sections: The £
section was composed of a nine-item questionne
related Eo the teachers’ attitudes towards
integration of special education students within
existing educational system. The second section
composed of a twelve-item questionnaire. The aii
this section was to spot the teachers’ expectations
the consequences  of the implementation of
integration.

The study’"s 13 hypothes examined to compar?
teachers’ attitudes towards the integration proce
and their expectations of the consequences which
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